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tality attached to them—the execution is so poor, the poetical
garb so mean, the accessories introduced are in such bad taste,
that they manage to despoil the theme of every original beau-
ty. " Fredegonde et Brunehant," " Jeanne d'Arc," and oth-
ers, have been proofs of this.
CHAPTER XL
1843.
First Step in Life as a Free "Woman.—A. Portrait au moral et au phys-
ique.—Corroboratory Anecdotes.—Mademoiselle Aveuel.—The Cash-
bos.—The Fascination of Gold on different Minds.—Making Collec-
tions.—Expensive Fancies.—The Guitar.
it was in the Hue de Luxembourg that the long-looked-for
hour of Rachel's majority at last dawned. The first use she
made of her enfranchisement was to loosen the paternal gripe
that had hitherto been fastened on her earnings. TtTere was
good reason for her impatience in this instance. Though her
talent and constant and fatiguing exertions had raised the fam-
ily to a position which, compared with the one they previous-
ly held, was very brilliant; though her younger sisters and
her brother were being educated at her expense, and though
her money clothed, housed, and fed them all, the old man al-
lowed her out of her handsome salary but 300 francs per
month for her dress,, theatrical costumes, and pocket-money!
The sum was altogether inadequate to her requirements, and
this grievance had occasioned frequent bickerings, all to no
avail, until the day arrived when the father knew he had no
legal right to dispose of his daughter's property. Even then
there was a violent quarrel on the subject, and the upshot was
that Rachel marched out of the house, taking nothing but
what she had on, and installed herself in an apartment on the
Quai Voltaire, which she furnished handsomely, leaving to her
parents all the furniture of that of the Rue de Luxembourg.
The decisive step Rachel had taken was attributed by the
family to the advice of a male friend whose influence was then
very great with her, and, fearful that this influence might be
extended still farther to their prejudice, they took an early

